
Town(s): Colchester /East Haclclam 82.2 acres

Descr ipt ion:  Pickerel  Lake is an art i f ic ia l  iurpourtc lment in t l re Counecl icut  River Dlr inage Basin.
It was originally created fbr inclustl ial r"rse; the darn is now owned by the State. Walerrhed:80l'
ircles of urostly woods and we tland wirh low-density resicleutial development. The lake is f-ecl by
two srnal l  wet lanc1 br-ooks. botton"r  spl inus ul tc l  strr l ' rce rLrnoff .  I t  ch 'a ins sout l rwalc l  into Pic l ierel
Lalie Ilrook. which leeds into Mooc|r.rs Reservoir. Shoreline: The eastern shole is courpletely
clevelopcd with lesidences, wlreleas the western shore is wooded with a l-ew resiclerrces set back
l l 'onrthe sl torel ine.  Depth:  Max l0 l i . ,Mean6fL.Transparency: Relat ivelyclear ' ,v is ib letobot-
Lorn. Productivity: Yety high (highly eutrophic). Bottont /ype: Mostly orgrinic nir.rck with scnt-
teled ar-eas ol' sand, gravel and corllse bouldels. Strutif ication: Does not occuf dLle to l irrited
clcpth.Vegetation:Yery dense subrnergent coverage of lanwor-t and valiable-leaved water-nri ltbil
occul's thlouglrout the lake. Floating urats of water-shield with some white water-l i ly ancl yellow
poncl- l i ly  cover rnuch of  t l re shal low coves.

Access: A stale-owned boat laurrch is lociitecl clu the northeln shore. Facil it ies inclucle l pavecl ranrll,
palking lbr l0 cars, arrcl chenical toilets (seasonal). Directions: From Rte. 16, l l te. 149 soLrtlr lor
200 yds.,  r ' ig l r t  (west)  on Picker-el  Lake Rcl . ,  launch is l . -5 rni les on lef i .  Shore:  Publ ic access is
restl ictecl to the launch area.

Fish: Lnrgenrouth bass to 15" are very abunclant witlr lar,eer bass being plesent a[ i]verage clensities.
Chain pickerel densities are above average for all sizes. Yellow perch are present at below aver-
age clensi t ies.  Sn'r i r l l  b lack crappie ( less than 10")  and sunl ish ( less than 7",  rnost ly blLregi l l ,
sourc purnpkinseed) are abr-rndant, bLrt larger ones are uncor.[unou. Other l ' islt species presL'nt i l t
low ciensities are brown br-rl lhead, Arnelican eel and golden shiner'.

Fishing: SlroLrld be excellent lor lurgenroLrth bass and lair to 
-eood 

for pickerel, crappie and sunfislr.
Extensive sublnergent vegetation makes l ' ishing difl icult dr-rrin-e fhe surnrrer.

Management:  Bass Managernenf l - rke:  special  s lot  length ancl  c lecl  l i rn i ts c lu t rass.  Statewicle reg-
lu lat ions apply lbr  r l l  othel  species (see culrent Cottr tat t i t ' t t l  Artgler.s 'Guide).

Boating: Speed limit B urph except l 'or periods ol June l5 to first Sunday after Labor Day l 'r 'oni l l
a.nr. [o 6 p.r-n. (see culrent Cotrtte ctit 'rrt Botttt t 's Guitle).

Comments:  Angl ing qLral i ty has i rnprovecl  s igni f icnnt ly s ince special  bass regLr lat ions wcre i r r rp le-
rnented. Bass, clappie and sunfish popLrlertions lemain stockpiled, however'. The lake cr"u'rerrtly
hosts l 'ew bass tolrnarnents ancl could accommodate rnore of these events.

Picl<erel Lake
Fish Species and Abundance

Att 8lG
SIZTS FISH GROWTH

Gamel ish

Largemouth bass
Chain pickerel

Pa nfish
Black crappie
Yellow perch
Brown bullhead

Sunlish
Bluegi l l  A U
Pumpkinseed C U

0lher
Golden shiner U
American eel R

A=Abunclant, C=Comnron, U=Uttcomrnon, R=Rare
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A C Slow
C C >Avg

A U <Slow
C U .Avg
UU

Slow
Slow
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PICKEREL LAKE
COLCHESTER, E. HADDAM

82.2 Acres
400 0 400 Feet
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Scale 1:10,000

Contour lnterual-3Feet
(Bathymetry - Wilde, 1959)
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